Media Advisory from

The Commonwealth Club of California

the nation’s oldest and largest public affairs forum
__________________________________________________________________

TOPIC:                 Renaissance or Recession?  San Francisco Arts in the Post-Boom Economy
MODERATOR:     John Killacky, Program Officer for Arts and Culture, The San Francisco Foundation.  
SPEAKERS:          Brent Assink, Executive Director, San Francisco Symphony

Christine Kristin (aka Ladybee), Art Curator, Burningman

Sean San Jose, Co-Founder, Campo Santo Theater

Ethan Watters, Co-Founder, The Grotto

Brenda Way, Artistic Director, ODC.
DATE/TIME:        Wednesday, July 16th, 2003, 6:30pm (pre-reception starts at 5:45)
PLACE:                  The Commonwealth Club of California, Club Office

                                 595 Market Street (at Second), 2nd Floor, San Francisco
PRICE:                   FREE for members and $12 for Non-members, $3 for Students
CONTACT:            Riki Rafner, Public Relations Director, 415/597-6712, OR Sarah Konfeld, BvNW                                                    Group, sarah@bvnwgroup.com, OR Cate Reigner, artAngels, cate@artangels.com
_______________________________________________________________________                             
How are arts surviving in these tough economic times?  A panel of cultural leaders will discuss the impact of the post-boom economy on the arts and cultural infrastructure within San Francisco.  
“This is a critical time for the arts in San Francisco and the United States,” said John Killacky of The San Francisco Foundation. “We are at point in time when arts organizations are being threatened with painful cutbacks and structural realignment. This panel reflects the wide scope of organizations finding solutions during this challenging period. This panel is one of many important dialogues occurring nationally about the relevance of the arts in America.”

“We believe there is no more important subject to explore than how the arts can move through these challenging economic times, while still creating visionary work,” said Cate Reigner, Chair of the Commonwealth Arts Section and CEO of artAngels. “Committee member Sarah Kornfeld (CEO, BvNW Group) and I hope that this panel will spark many others, and inspire an extended conversation about finding solutions for the survival of arts organizations in San Francisco, while also highlighting exciting art being made today.”

ArtAngels and BvNW Group, two other organizations committed to social and cultural dialogue in the Bay Area and abroad, are co-sponsoring the event.
The Commonwealth Club of California is the nation's oldest and largest public affairs forum, bringing together its 16,000 members for over 400 annual events on topics ranging across politics, culture, society and the economy.  The Commonwealth Arts Section aims to facilitate dialogue around the visual, performing and new media art, architecture and graphic design.  Additionally, the Section aims to cultivate discourse about the social and economic impact of the arts on the local, regional and national level. www.commonwealthclub.org
artAngels is a nonprofit organization working to support emerging artists in the San Francisco Bay Area through various events, a newsletter, partnerships, and a network of Art Angels (individuals who give their time, money or expertise to the arts). www.artangels.org 

BvNW Group (Brave New World Group) is an international communications and production consultancy company created to support the needs of cultural organizations and artists that intersect art and technology. www.bvnwgroup.com 

Media interested in attending should RSVP to Riki Rafner at the numbers listed above.
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